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August 19, 2011

Health Bureau

New York State Insurance Department
25 Beaver Street

New York, NY 10004

Dear Sir,

I am writing regarding the request for a rate increase by BlueCross BlueShield of
Western New York. | strongly oppose any rate increase in Health Insurance
costs, especially in light of President Obama'’s initiative of affordable health care
for all. In the current economic climate | believe it would hinder growth in the
economy.

Sincerely,




Health Bureau

New York State Insurance Company
25 Beaver Street

New York, NY 10004

To Whom It May Concern:

| recently received a Rate Filing Notification from BlueCross BlueShield

of Western New York. The lejter stated that if | had a comment | could
contact your ofﬁcehi called the number and

was informed that comments could not be given by phone.

| have a Direct Pay HMO plan. If the plan is changed up to 19.5% that
would mean that my monthly payments could be $1,977.00. | find that
to be a very exorbitant monthly amount. | am more than confused
about such an increase being necessary when through the local media
we have been informed that BlueCross BlueShield of Western New York
has pledged $1,000,000 to repair and operate a dormant splash pad and
surrounding basin in the city of Buffalo.






